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This year, we celebrate five decades of voluntary blooddonation service on the territory of Republic of Slovenia. Actually, this long tradition has its roots in the Partisans' improvisations during the Second World War. During the period of transition, many of the traditional issues were under question, e.g, where to go and how to find the proper answers on a new challenges? Even during such a turbulent time, everyone involved in the blood-donation process was responsible enough so that today, the Republic of Slovenia is self-sufficient with an adequate and safe supply of blood and its products.
Nowadays, we are faced with reorganization of the transfusion system so that the Slovenian Red Cross, as a major motivator and organizer of volunteers, must work more closely with experts to find a "new" volunteer. Such a volunteer probably works in an office, he (mostly not she) is well-educated, is able to use a personal computer (PC), and can be accessed using a mobile telephone. But, he has no time and is master of his free time. How can this new type of volunteer be motivated?
Another difficult task is to be prepared for all kinds of disaster, and to respond immediately to every request for an extra quantity of a fresh and necessary blood. It means more work not only for volunteers in the branches of Slovenian Red Cross, but also more well-coordinated work between medicals, Red Cross professionals, volunteers, and the Government including their plans and expenses. Introduction: Approximately 250,000 trauma patients require blood (PRBC) transfusions in the U.S. each year; 50,000 receive two units of PRBC or less.
1 It was hypothesized that such two-unit PRBC exposure could safely be avoided by the alternative use of a hemoglobin-based O 2 carrier (HBOC). Methods: The physiological changes and adverse events (AEs) within 24 hours of a two-unit HBOC infusion of Hemopure (n = 34) were compared with two units of PRBC (n = 28) in 62 patients who had sustained blunt trauma and who underwent orthopedic surgery. 
